The reaction between thiomalic acid and acidic hexacyanoferrate(III) at constant ionic strength gave the disulfide.
INTRODUCTION
Thiols were oxidized to disulfides by peroxidic compounds
[I], DMSO [2] , halogens [3] , diethyl azodicarboxylate [4] , nitro and nitroso compounds [5] , iodosobenzene [6] , transition metal ions [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] , LTA [13] , metal oxides [14] [15] , flavine derivatives [16] , and by photooxidation [17] . In this investigation, we report the kinetic features of the oxidation of Akad6miai Kiadd, Budapest DASGUPTA~ MAHANTI: THIOMALIC ACID thiomalic acid (2-mercaptosuccinic acid) by acidic hexacyanoferrate(III), at constant ionic strength, under nitrogen.
EXPERIMENTAL (a) Materials, methods and~st0ichiometry
Thiomalic acid was recrystallized before use (m.p. 154 ~ SD's make). KCI (BDH, Analar) was used to maintain a constant ionic strength. All other materials used were E. Merck samples.
The methods used for the preparation of solutions, and for the kinetic determinations have been described earlier [18] . The stoichiometry of the reaction was determined [18] to be: [19, 20] , and can be explained if the dissociation step of the sulfhydryl group in the thiol molecule is also included. This, however, appears unlikely in the acidic medium under consideration. In fact, it is difficult to state with any certainty the extent of involvement of protons 
